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Somehow the Yellins are able to balance

their commitment to Shaarey Zedek Con-
gregation with full professional lives and pa-
rental responsibilities. Yakov is vice president-
counsel at the Walt Disney Co., a job that re-
quires his intimate involvement in all aspects
of litigation. He has also traveled around the
world lecturing on ethical standards and legal
compliance matters. For her part, Sylvia is
vice president of Adams Speciality Shop.

The Yellins have five children, who range in
age from 10 to 24, one grandchild and another
on the way.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in sa-
luting Yakov and Sylvia Yellin, whose spiritual-
ity, selflessness, and devotion to family is an
inspiration to us all.
f
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend the Brentwood Early Risers Toast-
masters Club [BERT] for 20 years of service.
On May 5, 1997, the Brentwood Early Risers
Toastmasters Club in Brentwood, TN will cele-
brate their 20th anniversary. The first BERT
meeting was held two decades ago at Nobles
Restaurant in Brentwood at 7 a.m. The club
met on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday then and
is still meeting at those times today.

The co-founders of the club were E.D. Dyer
and Bunny (Ward) Woods. E.D. Dyer was the
first president and Bunny Woods was the first
secretary. W.D. Dyer was the only one of the
20 charter members who had any previous
Toastmasters experience.

Bunny Woods is the only charter member
who is still active in club activities. Ms. Woods
has served as various officers for the club, in-
cluding the office of president. She serves as
an example and mentor for all club members.
Bunny Woods is to be commended for her in-
dividual efforts for the good of all members of
BERT for these 20 years. Thank you, Bunny
Woods.
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize this year’s winner of the Rancho de
la Nacion Optimist Club’s Camacho-
McCartney Award, Mildred Bundy. Mildred has
lived in the 50th District community of National
City for over 56 years, and she continues to
shine as one of its brightest stars.

Each year, the Rancho de la Nacion Opti-
mist Club gives the Camacho-McCartney
Award to a community member who has put
their heart and soul into volunteer work on be-
half of our community’s youth. But saying that
Mildred puts her heart only into youth-oriented
voluntarism does her a great disservice, be-
cause there is not a corner of the community
that hasn’t been touched by her incredible en-
ergy, dedication, and love for her community.

Besides all the work she does on behalf of
our community’s young people, including vol-
unteering for the May Time Band Parade, the
National City Girls and Boys Club and serving
as a friend of the National City library, Mildred
participates in We Are Your Neighbors, a pro-
gram that seeks to find community answers to
community problems. She also volunteers with
the Christmas in July program, which assists
senior citizens in making repairs and improve-
ments to their homes.

If I am ever given the opportunity to rewrite
the dictionary, I will make sure that under the
words ‘‘community,’’ ‘‘caring,’’ ‘‘kindness,’’ or
‘‘compassion,’’ it will say—‘‘see Mildred.’’

Thank you Mildred, thank you for every-
thing.
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Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the 1997 Fairfax County
Chamber of Commerce Valor Award winners.
On Tuesday, February 13, 1997, the Fairfax
County Chamber of Commerce presented the
annual valor awards at the McLean Hilton.

The valor awards honor public service offi-
cers who have demonstrated extreme self-
sacrifice, personal bravery, and ingenuity in
the performance of their duty. There are five
categories. the Gold Medal of Valor, the Silver
Medal of Valor, the Bronze Medal of Valor, the
Certificate of Valor, the Life Saving Award.

The Valor Awards is a project of the Fairfax
County Chamber of Commerce, in conjunction
with the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.
This is the 19th year that these awards have
been presented.

The Gold Medal of Valor is awarded in rec-
ognition of acts involving extreme personal
risk far beyond the call of duty. The Gold
Medal of Valor Award winner for 1997 is:
Technician George Lewis.

The Silver Medal of Valor is awarded in rec-
ognition of acts involving great personal risk.
The Silver Medal of Valor Award winners for
1997 are: Officer Chris Hayo, Officer Troy
Payne, Master Technical Michael Huffman,
and Technician Beverley Carroll.

The Bronze Medal of Valor is awarded in
recognition of acts involving unusual risk be-
yond that which should be expected while per-
forming the usual responsibilities of the mem-
ber.

The Bronze Medal of Valor Award winners
for 1997 are: Officer Michael Bishop, Officer
Robert Greissinger, Sgt. Francis Stecco, Offi-
cer Dennis Vorbau, Officer Kenneth Campo,
Officer Michael Twomey, Officer Mark Dale,
Officer Steven Carroll, Officer Kevin Murphy,
Detective John Kuch, Detective Richard Reed-
er, Detective Thomas Soltow, Detective
Ronquillo Dean, Detective Warren McGee,
Detective Jack Kirk, and Technician Michael
Weldon.

The Certificate of Valor is awarded for acts
that involve personal risk and/or demonstration
of judgment, zeal, or ingenuity not normally in-
volved in the performance of duties.

The Certificate of Valor Award winners for
1997 are: Officer Donald Cooke, Officer Jason

Reichel, Officer Shawn Bennett, Capt. Donald
Simpson, 2d Lt. Dennnis O’Neill, Officer
George Lopez, Officer John Absalon, Officer
Wade Jordan, Officer James Nida, Officer
David Bane, 2d Lt. Margaret DeBoard, and
Recruit Gary Beaver.

The Lifesaving Award is awarded for acts
taken in life-threatening situations where an in-
dividual’s life is in jeopardy, either medically or
physically.

The Lifesaving Award winners for 1997 are:
Deputy Charles Brown, Corporal Vernon
Thompson, Deputy Scottie Dotson, Officer
Steven Faett, 2d Lt. Robert Hersey, Officer
Christopher Thomas, Supervisor John Kirby,
PSCA III Susan Farria, Capt. Michael Ward,
Technician John Chabal, and Lt. Jerome Wil-
liams.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me
in commending these fine citizens who are
truly deserving of the title ‘‘hero.’’
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today,

I respectfully pay tribute to a long time friend,
Mr. Paul Wolfe. He is an accomplished musi-
cian whose influence in the artistic and musi-
cal world has been felt in southwest Florida
and throughout the world. On March 3, the
American Jewish Committee in Sarasota, FL,
will honor Mr. Wolfe with their 1997 Human
Relations Award. Let me tell you about Paul
Wolfe.

Mr. Wolfe began to play the piano at the
tender age of 2 years. At the ripe old age of
4 years, he began his study of the violin and
as a young teen, began performing with a
group on radio. His illustrious career as a mu-
sical conductor was born.

Mr. Wolfe participated in a fantastic variety
of performances. He played in the first violin
section of the New York City Symphony, en-
joyed an assignment to the Air Force Band,
and performed in the show orchestra for
‘‘South Pacific.’’ Despite his professional de-
mands, his formal education remained a top
priority. In an incredible balancing act, Paul
Wolfe completed his undergraduate work and
then actively pursued business administration
at Columbia University while receiving his
master’s degree in music. With the support of
his wife, Doris, he even made symphonic re-
cordings for Columbia Records and RCA dur-
ing these years.

In 1961, Mr. Wolfe was invited to become
the artistic director of the 13-year-old Florida
West Coast Symphony in Sarasota, FL. He
adeptly molded the enthusiastic community or-
chestra into the outstanding symphony we
have today and cofounded the prestigious
Sarasota Music Festival. Paul Wolfe is also
dedicated to passing the joy of music on to
the next generation through the Florida West
Coast Symphony Youth Orchestra. The sym-
phony’s nationally recognized youth programs
have grown under his direction to include five
youth orchestras and are among the most ex-
tensive of any in the country.

Upon his retirement from the Florida West
Coast Symphony in April 1996, Paul Wolfe as-
sumed the well-deserved title of conductor lau-
reate. Today, he continues his involvement by
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